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Public Meeting – Proposed Development Charges  ____ 

Mr. Ashman informed those in attendance for the final seven years he worked in the food industry in 
Holland, health inspectors took various samples which were sent to labs, rather than the visual test 
that will be used with the safe food counts program.  He stated the star rating system should be based 
on concrete information.  
 
Jeannette Mulholland, Leamington Agricultural Society, inquired how the proposed by-laws will affect 
fairs and festivals where food booths are operated by different organizations.  She further inquired if 
people preparing and serving food at fairs and festivals will be required to obtain food handler 
certificates. Ms. Bennett informed those in attendance any events lasting less than fourteen 
consecutive days will not be subject to the proposed by-laws, however, the Health Unit will continue to 
carry out inspections as they currently do.  She further explained there are exemptions for charitable 
groups that fundraise through food social events, such as church functions and bake sales, and that 
inspections will not be carried out at such events.   
 
Ms. Bennett explained that in regard to the food handler certification program, charitable events that 
are not regularly scheduled, such as weekly fish fries, will not require food handler certification.   
 
Michelle Ribout, Policy Analyst for the Canadian Council of Grocery Distributors, provided a handout 
to council and explained their group is made up of over two hundred thousand (200,000) people in 
Ontario.  Ms. Ribout introduced Jeff Hall, local representative for the group.  Ms. Ribout stated the 
proposed by-laws should be revised as they are too complicated and should reflect the current 
pass/fail system.  She suggested an alternate system which could utilize an open/open with remedial 
action/closed system, which will allow those premises rated as being “open with remedial action” to be 
re-rated as “open” following a successful re-inspection.  With regard to the food handler certification 
by-law, Ms. Ribout recommended that the current code be utilized, which does not require that all 
employees be certified.  Ms. Ridout further recommended all handler courses currently recognized by 
the Province be recognized under the proposed by-law. 
 
Shannon Olson, Supervisor of four local McDonald’s restaurants, thanked council for inviting local 
food premises to the Public Meeting.  Mr. Olson explained he is trained as a food safety trainer and 
inspector.  With regard to the proposed food safety counts by-law, Mr. Olson stated there are “bugs’ 
that must be worked out, including the requirement for thermometers in every fridge, which can easily 
be accidentally moved, which will result in loss of points.  He explained further ways in which points 
can be lost, including the natural human reaction to touch your face.  Mr. Olson explained he has had 
much experience with Health Inspectors, and is concerned about the fairness and consistency of the 
rating.   
 
With regard to the proposed food handler certification by-laws, Mr. Olson noted the cost to train each 
crew member would be too high as there is a great deal of staff turn around in his industry, and 
inquired who will be responsible for follow-up.  Mr. Olson further inquired what would happen if a staff 
member trained by the Health Unit does something wrong during an inspection. 
 
Ms. Bennett explained the role of the health inspector has not changed and that the only change is 
that inspection results will be posted.  She further explained the purpose of the proposed safe food 
counts by-laws is to allow consumers to make informed decisions.  
 
Ms. Bennett explained the rating system is available for viewing on the Health Unit’s website and that 
items such as cracked tiles are not important.  She explained items concerned with consumer safety, 
such as appropriate thawing practices and temperatures, are taken into account. 
 
Julie Hills, Leamington Christian Centre, 88 Elliott Street, noted the church holds a “Ladies Night” 
each month during which a potluck dinner is served and inquired whether the church will be required 
to meet any requirements under the proposed by-laws.  Ms. Bennett confirmed a star rating will not be 
required, and that food handler certification is also not required. 
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Joe Colasanti, Colasanti’s Tropical Gardens, stated he had not planned on speaking at the Public 
Meeting, however, as a member of the Restaurant Association for Windsor-Essex County, he was a 
part of the initial meetings regarding the proposed by-laws.  He explained the group expressed their 
wish that a different rating system be used than that used in Toronto and worked together with the 
Health Unit to create the star rating system.  He further explained the Health Unit worked with those in 
the food service industry to draft the proposed by-laws.  Mr. Colasanti stated he appreciates that the 
proposed by-laws will encourage staff to follow safe food handling practices, as he strives to serve 
high quality food. 
 
In response to an inquiry from council, Ms. Bennett explained the food handler certification does not 
need to be obtained through the health unit, rather it may be obtained through any Provincially 
recognized method.  She noted some online courses can cost as much $275.00, which is significantly 
higher than the amount the health unit will be charging. 
 
Mr. Olson stated he was told by a health inspector that items such as broken tiles will result in the 
deduction of three points and that many health inspectors are uncomfortable with the rating system as 
it is.  He further stated the health inspector informed him issues with the rating system have been 
brought to the attention of the director, however, have not been addressed.   
 
Mr. Olson noted the health inspector informed he is not required to post the star rating sign at this 
time.  He suggested those municipalities that have passed the by-laws be used to work out any issues 
that may arise prior to additional municipalities adopting the programs.   
 
Mr. Olson stated he will allow anyone who asks to visit the kitchens of the restaurants he supervises at 
anytime. 
 
Mr. Sweet inquired whether the food handler training currently provided by McDonald’s to staff will be 
recognized by the Health Unit.  Mr. Olson explained that as it is not provided by a college, it will not 
meet the requirements, as is the case with the training given to Him Horton’s staff.  He noted there are 
minimum attendance requirements for classes held by the Health Unit, which are often not convenient 
to meet, and that it is much more convenient to provide training to McDonald’s staff on an “as needed” 
basis.  Mr. Olson noted one of the restaurant’s he manages has a timer that sounds every sixty 
minutes to ensure hand washing takes place at least once an hour. 
 
In response to an inquiry from council, Ms. Bennett explained food vendors for carnivals and fairs are 
exempt from the food safety rating system.  She further explained the vendors are regularly inspected 
by the local health unit for each event.   
 
Ms. Bennett explained to council and those in attendance the star rating is exclusive to Windsor and 
Essex County, however rating systems are currently being used in the United Kingdom, Los Angeles, 
Toronto and the Peel Region.  Ms. Bennett further explained the community was polled to see what 
type of rating system is preferable, and responders indicated they did not want to red, green and 
yellow system used and that they preferred a new system for the area. 
 
In response to an inquiry from council, Ms. Bennett confirmed the Health Unit would be responsible for 
enforcement if council wishes. 
 
Ms. Bennett explained the Health Unit has requested municipalities pass the proposed by-laws in 
order to provide for consistency throughout the county and to allow those visiting establishments to 
make informed decisions.  She further explained that should the municipality not choose to adopt the 
proposed by-laws, the star rating program will move ahead on a voluntary basis. 
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Mr. Sweet noted he was contacted by a local food processor who was concerned the proposed by-
laws would apply to them.  Ms. Bennett confirmed the proposed by-laws do not apply to regular 
workers in food processing plants. 
 
Ms. Bennett explained the Health Unit would like to work with the community to refine the proposed 
by-laws and confirmed establishments are not required at this time to post signage indicating star 
ratings.  She further confirmed inspectors have been instructed they cannot enforce posting of 
signage.  With regard to the food handlers certification course, she explained closed session classes 
require a minimum of ten participants, however, there is no minimum on how many people must 
attend a regular class.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:34 p.m. 
 
/jb T:\Corporate\C00-Council&By-laws\C04-CouncilMeetings\2009 Council\083109-PM-Health Unit Proposed By-laws-Minutes.doc 



MUNICIPALITY OF LEAMINGTON 
MINUTES - PUBLIC MEETING 

 
Proposed Changes to Traffic By-law 
Mersea Road E and Mersea Road 19 

 
HELD MONDAY, AUGUST 31, 2009 AT 8:35 P.M. 

IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:   Mayor Adams 
    Deputy Mayor Schmidt 
    Councillors:  Atkin, Derbyshire, Enns, MacDonald, Paterson 
 
STAFF PRESENT:  Bill Marck, Chief Administrative Officer 

Brian Sweet, Director of Corporate Services 
    Doug Morrish, Director of Development Services  
    John Tofflemire, Director of Community Services 
    Tracey Pillon-Abbs, Manager of Planning Services 
    John Pilmer, Engineering Technologist 
    Lu-Ann Barreto, Drainage Superintendent 
    Anne Miskovsky, Economic Development Officer 
    Denise McGregor, Planning Technician 
    Jennifer Bavetta, Corporate Assistant 
 
 
Brian Sweet, Director of Corporate Services, explained to those in attendance the Public 
Meeting was scheduled as a result of concerns raised in 2008 about heavy traffic on Mersea 
Road E.  He further explained council passed a new heavy traffic by-law for the entire 
municipality, and at that time a suggestion was made to council that further measures may be 
enacted to further address the issues on Mersea Road E.  He noted the measures could include 
reducing the speed limit on Mersea Road E, reducing the speed limit on Mersea Road 19 
between Mersea Road C and Mersea Road E from 80 km/h to 50 km/h, and limiting Mersea 
Road 19 between Mersea Road D and Mersea Road E to one way traffic.   
 
Mr. Sweet informed council that some residents have indicated to him they support lowering the 
speed limit, and that others have indicated they are not in support of any of the suggestions. 
 
James Cowan, 1521 Mersea Road E, explained the issue with respect to heavy truck traffic has 
been alleviated as onions are not longer being packed on Mersea Road E.  He stated the 
current problems are dust and potholes.  He further explained the road condition is much better 
as it has hardened and is flat.  Mr. Cowan stated he is opposed to the creation of one way traffic.  
Mr. Cowan stated if the dust on the surface of the road could be swept away, fewer complaints 
would be made. 
 
Jacqueline Allard, 1601 Mersea Road E, suggested Mersea Road E be covered in tar and chip 
in order to alleviate dust.  She noted the current speed limit is 40 km/h, however, many vehicles 
travel at much higher speeds and that the police have been notified.  Ms. Allard explained some 
residents have begun to park cars half in their driveways, half on the road in order to force cars 
to slow down, as there are many children in the area.  Ms. Allard stated lowering the speed, nor 
limiting traffic in one direction would not be beneficial, and suggested the road be widened and 
covered in tar and chip to reduce dust. 
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Dana Collison, Mersea Road E, stated vibrations, dust and noise are current issues on Mersea 
Road E.  With regard to the suggestions made to council, Mr. Collison stated speed reduction on 
Mersea Road E may reduce dust, however, he did not believe the other two suggestions would 
be effective. 
 
Mr. Sweet explained the suggestions were made by residents at previous council meetings.  He 
further explained the purpose of making Mersea Road 19 a one way street would be to force 
trucks from driving past homes on the eastern end of Mersea Road as they will be required to 
take Mersea Road 19 rather than Point Pelee Drive.  Mr. Sweet noted administration are not 
recommending to council they enact the three suggestions. 
 
Daniel Bigras, farmer of land on Mersea Road E, explained all onion packing is not being done 
on Talbot Street West and that land on Mersea Road C is being used as a distribution point for 
onions to be taken into town for packing.  Mr. Brigas informed council that in the past truck 
drivers were given directions to avoid using back roads, however, they did not listen to the 
directions.  He noted there are still trucks and growers that require access to Mersea Road E, 
however, the amounts have decreased.  Mr. Brigas stated a speed limit of 40 km/h on Mersa 
Road E is sufficient and that Mersea Road 19 should remain open to two way traffic. 
 
Scott Kerr, 1611 Mersea Road E, explained to council the difficulties those living on Mersea 
Road E are experiencing due to the road condition, and suggested the material used in the past 
to repair the road may contain asbestos.  Mr. Kerr stated he has had to use a snow shovel to 
removed dust from his driveway, and inquired why nothing has been done to improve the road.  
Mr. Kerr stated the application of tar and chip failed, and that when gravel was placed on the 
road bicycles could not travel down Mersea Road E.   
 
Mr. Kerr stated that taxes have been increasing, however, improvements have not been made.  
He further stated he has complained numerous times to the municipality about the condition of 
the road, and noted the road has not hardened as he was told by municipal staff.  Mr. Kerr 
stated he is unable to open the windows in his home and cannot sit in his yard due to dust.  He 
further stated his wish to move, however, he noted it is difficult to sell a home in the area.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 
 
/jb T:\Corporate\C00-Council&By-laws\C04-CouncilMeetings\2009 Council\083109-PM-Proposed Traffic BL Amendments-Rd E & Rd 19-Minutes.doc 



MUNICIPALITY OF LEAMINGTON 
MINUTES - PUBLIC MEETING 

 
Proposed Agricultural Re-zoning 

1218 Mersea Road 5 and S/S Mersea Road 5 
 

HELD MONDAY, AUGUST 31, 2009 AT8:55 P.M. 
IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:   Mayor Adams 
    Deputy Mayor Schmidt 
    Councillors:  Atkin, Derbyshire, Enns, MacDonald, Paterson 
 
STAFF PRESENT:  Bill Marck, Chief Administrative Officer 

Brian Sweet, Director of Corporate Services 
    Doug Morrish, Director of Development Services  
    John Tofflemire, Director of Community Services 
    Tracey Pillon-Abbs, Manager of Planning Services 
    John Pilmer, Engineering Technologist 
    Lu-Ann Barreto, Drainage Superintendent 
    Anne Miskovsky, Economic Development Officer 
    Denise McGregor, Planning Technician 
    Jennifer Bavetta, Corporate Assistant 
 
 
Tracey Pillon-Abbs, Manager of Planning Services, reviewed the purpose of the meeting, noting 
the application is a condition of a recent consent granted by the Committee of Adjustment.  The 
Manager further noted that if there were no concerns raised during the Public Meeting, then the 
necessary by-law would be presented during the regular council meeting. 
 
Mayor Adams confirmed there was no one in the audience regarding the proposed zoning by-
law amendment. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:57 p.m. 
 
/jb T:\Corporate\C00-Council&By-laws\C04-CouncilMeetings\2009 Council\083109-PM-ZBA-1218 and SS Mersea Rd 5-Minutes.doc 



  

FIN 09-09-01 
REPORT 

 
TO:  MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF COUNCIL  
 
FROM: C. HORROBIN, DIRECTOR, FINANCE & BUSINESS SERVICES 
   
DATE:  AUGUST 27, 2009 
 
RE: ESSEX POWER CORPORATION – REQUEST FOR SHAREHOLDER 

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE CREATION OF PREFERRED 
SHARES – FURTHER INFORMATION 

 

AIM: 
 
To report to Council further information with respect to the proposal from Essex Power 
Corporation to obtain permission from the municipality, as a shareholder, to create preferred 
shares (Green Shares) which shall be used to raise new capital for “community based” 
renewable energy projects. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Further to their consideration of report CL17-09 from the Director of Corporate Services, Council 
resolved as follows: 
 

No. C-237-09 
That Council defer report CL/17/09 dated July 16, 2009 re: Essex Power Corporation – 
Request for Shareholder Resolution to Authorize the Creation of Preferred Shares until 
such time that a Special Meeting Council can be scheduled to discuss the request and 
receive further information from administration. 

 
This report provides further information for Council to consider. 
 
COMMENTS: 
 
On July 31, 2009 the writer met with the Treasurers of the other municipalities (LaSalle, 
Tecumseh and Amherstburg) that hold ownership shares in Essex Power Corporation (EPC) to 
discuss considerations of the ‘Green Shares’ proposal.  It was the consensus of the attendees 
that appointed representatives of the respective councils would best relay the discussions and 
considerations had at the EPC Board level.  On August 14, 2009, the writer and the CAO met 
with the Leamington representatives, being the Mayor and Mr. Frank Ricci, to discuss the matter 
further.  Mr. Ricci agreed to appear before Council to provide feedback on the ‘Green Shares’ 
proposal and is listed as a delegation to this report. 
 
In addition to the perspective of Leamington’s EPC Board representatives, Council may wish to 
consider the following: 
 
1. Business Growth and Stability: 
 
EPC’s expansion of services into green energy initiatives allows for growth and diversification 
that may enhance the stability and profitability of the organization beyond that accessible within 
the highly regulated and territorially limited bounds of their current operations. 
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2. Impact on Leamington’s Equity in EPC:  
 
As with any investment there is always some risk; however based on the past performance of 
Essex Power and their ability to meet their financial obligations and to deliver on shareholder 
dividends as projected provides administration with a reasonable comfort level. Further, meeting 
with Essex Power Board members, Mr. Ricci and Mayor Adams, would suggest they are 
satisfied with the direction taken by the Board with respect to the green shares initiative. 
 
The request from EPC being considered under this report is to obtain permission from the 
municipality, as a shareholder, to create preferred shares (Green Shares) which shall be used to 
raise new capital for “community based” renewable energy projects.  These shares will not 
change the ownership/equity structure of EPC; but rather they would be issued to owning 
municipalities toward funding green energy projects in exchange for annual interest payments.  
Approving the creation of the preferred shares does not oblige Council to purchase preferred 
shares or to participate in green energy projects.  Consideration of participating in a green 
energy project in Leamington will be the subject of a further report from Administration. 

 
 
3. Impact on Leamington’s Investment in EPC: 
 
In assessing the potential impact on Leamington’s investment in EPC, consideration should be 
given to the risk/reward opportunities under both the approval to issue green shares and the 
related green energy project initiatives.  EPC is proposing to offer a fixed rate of return 
(guarantee) on green shares.    Should the green energy project(s) not achieve the net returns 
required by the guarantee, the shortfall would impact the overall operating results of EPC and 
their ability to meet dividend targets of shareholders.     
 
If Leamington opts to take on a green energy project, participation through the purchase of 
green shares would mitigate Leamington’s overall risk based on the guaranteed return on the 
green share investment. 
 
As previously presented by EPC, the EPC board has approved incorporation of green energy 
initiatives into their core business plan.  Further to that, Local Authority Services Ltd (LAS), a 
wholly owned subsidiary of the  Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), has recently 
announced their partnership with Essex Energy (a subsidiary of EPC) to provide a Solar 
Photovoltaic Program province-wide.  The LAS Solar Photovoltaic Program includes complete 
project management and deployment that includes solar array design and installation, fulfilling 
all pertinent grid connection requirements, and completing legal contracts with the Ontario 
Power Authority (OPA) to purchase the generated power under the Feed-In Tariff (FIT) program 
for 20 years under very attractive rates.  The owning municipalities of EPC will share in the 
risk/reward of this initiative regardless of their agreement to issue green shares and/or their 
direct participation in green energy projects. 

 
 
4. Other: 
 
In order to create preferred shares EPC must obtain unanimous approval from all shareholders.  
To date, such approvals have been given by Amherstburg and Tecumseh Councils. 
 
With respect to participation on green energy projects, the Solar Photovoltaic (panel) program 
may be the first of many green energy opportunities being offered by EPC to its shareholders. 
Staff will prepare a second report with respect to the solar project proposal for the Kinsmen 
Complex, and should that program not be supported by Leamington, there could still be other 
green opportunities that could require capital from the shareholder via issuing green energy 
shares. 
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The report from the Director of Corporate Services, which was deferred by Council pending 
receipt of additional information, is attached to this report for consideration at this time. 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
THAT Council receive the additional information provided with respect to Essex Power 
Corporation – Request for Shareholder Resolution to Authorize the Creation of Preferred as 
presented by Mr. Frank Ricci, EPC Board Representative and as detailed in FIN 09-09-01 from 
the Director of Finance & Business Services; 
 
And that Council consider the recommendation of report CL/17/09 dated July 16, 2009 re: Essex 
Power Corporation – Request for Shareholder Resolution to Authorize the Creation of Preferred 
Shares from the Director of Corporate Services (attached) to adopt the resolution attached as 
Attachment 2 to that report. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cheryl L. Horrobin, CA 
Director of Finance & Business Services 
 



CL/17/09 
REPORT 

 
TO:  MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF COUNCIL 
 
FROM:  BRIAN SWEET, DIRECTOR OF CORPORATE SERVICES 
 
DATE:  July 16, 2009 
 
RE: ESSEX POWER CORPORATION – REQUEST FOR SHAREHOLDER 

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE CREATION OF PREFERRED SHARES 
           __________ 
 
AIM: 
 
To forward a request from Essex Power to obtain permission from the municipality, as a 
shareholder, to create preferred shares which shall be used to raise new capital for “community 
based” renewable energy projects. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Essex Power has four shareholders: the municipalities of Leamington, LaSalle, Amherstburg 
and Tecumseh.  The shareholders received correspondence from Essex Power dated July 10, 
2009 requesting that the shareholders agree to amend the shareholder’s agreement and to 
authorize Articles of Amendment which would allow Essex Power to issue special shares in 
addition to the common shares which are presently authorized. 
 
These special shares will be issued to raise new capital for “Community Based” renewable 
energy projects.  Attached to this report as Attachment 1 is the correspondence from Essex 
Power dated July 10, 2009.  Mr. Ray Tracey, President and CEO of Essex Power, will be in 
attendance at the Council Meeting to explain the proposal in more detail and to explain both  
the benefits and risks to the municipality as a shareholder of Essex Power. 
 
Also attached to this report as Attachment 2 is a proposed detailed resolution which will be 
required if council agrees with the proposal.  Administration has reviewed the resolution and 
are satisfied the proposed amendments and issue of shares comply with legal requirements.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That Council adopt the resolution attached as Attachment 2 to Report CL/17/09. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Attach. 
 
BRS/jb 
 
FILE:  T:\Corporate\A00-Administration\A00-Council Reports\2009 Corporate Reports\Word Reports\CL1709-EP Request 
Resolution-Preferred Shares.doc 
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